Prospects and services for medical rehabilitation.
In the developed world, comprehensive services for disabled patients are usually well established for children and elderly people. Services for rehabilitation of middle-aged patients generally consist of specific treatment facilities, such as for physiotherapy. On the other hand, a range of services of psychiatric patients is now established, with a model suitable for most disorders. Arrangements are flexible, ranging from crisis intervention to long-term care, in some places being remarkably comprehensive and well coordinated. There is a need to plan development of medical and social services for patients prone to chronic morbidity from whatever cause; this plan for the physicially disabled should take account of their many needs, and of the many facilities now available, some statutory, some voluntary. There is reason to believe that redeployment of resources existing in many countries could improve the standard of medical rehabilitation for patients of all ages.